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Participants:
Rebecca Bratspies is a Professor of Law at the CUNY School of Law and the founding director of
the CUNY Center for Urban Environmental Reform. Her scholarly research focuses the
international dimensions of environmental regulation. She has published widely on questions of
environmental democracy, food policy, and human rights. Professor Bratspies is a member-scholar
with the Center for Progressive Reform, and the Environmental Law Collective. She has served as
an appointed member of the ABA Standing Committee on Environmental Law, and as an advisor to
the Consultative Group on Agricultural Research. She is the currently the Chair-Elect of American
Association of Law Schools Section on the Environment. Before entering academia, Professor
Bratspies served as a judicial law clerk to the Hon. C. Arlen Beam of the Eighth Circuit Court of
Appeals. As a Henry Luce Foundation Scholar, Professor Bratspies spent a year seconded to the
Republic of China (Taiwan) Environmental Protection Administration. She has taught at the
University of Idaho, Michigan State University and NYU. She holds a BA in Biology from Wesleyan
University and a J.D. cum laude from the University of Pennsylvania. She can be reached at
bratspies@law.cuny.edu.
Anil Madhav Dave is a Member of Parliament, representing Madhya Pradesh in the Rajya Sabha
the upper house of Indian Parliament. In that capacity, he has been an active voice on climate
change, serving on multiple environmental committees. He is a leading voice in the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change meetings. A writer, scholar and leader on issues relating
to climate change, Dave is also well-known for his conservation work on the Narmada River. He has
published extensively in Hindi and English, including Beyond Copenhagen. He can be reached at
amd.mpmp@gmail.com.
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Soumya Dutta is a Founder of the India’s People’s Science Campaign, a group for which he
currently serves as Convener. He is also Convener for the Climate & Energy group of the Pan
Indian Beyond Copenhagen Collective, in which capacity he works closely with social movements
and organizations at the local, national, regional and global level to advance sustainable development
policies and practices. Dutta was an Initiating Member of the National Alliance of Anti-nuclear
Movements, and a founder of the India Climate Justice platform. A scientist by training, Dutta has
been a major force in building citizen science campaigns, and as a passionate climate change activist,
Dutta has worked tirelessly for climate justice. He lectures and writes extensively on these issues. He
can be reached at soumyadutta.delhi@gmail.com.
Ajay Kumar Jha is the Director of India’s Public Advocacy Initiative for Rights and Values
(PAIRVI). He has more than 12 years experience in the development sector. A lawyer by education
and training his work with PAIRVI focuses on capacity building and policy advocacy at the
intersection of development and rights. He also coordinates the Pan Indian Beyond Copenhagen
Collective, which promotes sustainable development, and climate justice and equity.
A development policy analyst, Jha has engaged extensively with issues of sustainable development,
climate change, agriculture and food sovereignty, trade and trade in agriculture, human rights and
human rights based approach to development. He has sound understanding of the scientific,
political and social aspects of the policies and institutions and has interacted closely with many UN
institutions including UNCSD, UNEP, UNFCCC, UNHRC and also the WTO and the UNCTAD.
His interest areas are energy, sustainable agriculture, climate change, peoples and social movement,
development and rights, equity and non-discrimination, democracy, accountability and governance.
He has also worked on right to information, dalit rights and affirmative action, food and nutrition,
access to justice and strengthening human rights infrastructure. He can be reached at
k.ajay.j@gmail.com
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